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their joy, the promise was real: for not long afterward the her-
alded ships were in sight.

All those rescued were at the last limit of their endurance, as
their swollen joints and great weakness indicated only too plainly.
Life was a question of a few days at most to that nohle band.
It is a matter of grave doubt had the relief ships been delayed
forty-eight hours*whether a living soul would have been found
of the party. It is even more certain that if their rescue had de-
pended upon the whalers they could not have been reached in
time.

There were many touching incidents of this memorable night's
work in the bleakness of that awful night in the Arctic, and the
commander hoped then that he might never again have to look
upon a scene of such suffering and sorrow. Doctors Green and
Ames nursed these suffering ones back to strength, life and fur-
ther usefulness.

The success of the relief ships in 1884 was made possible in
the fullest measure by the officers and men who shared the dan-
gers and exposures with the commander, and who were willing
to undergo any privation or to undertake any risk to reach and
rescue their imperilled countrymen.

They did so with much credit to themselves and with much
renown to the Navy and to the Nation.The commander
